
ORDINANCE NO. 466 N.S. 

AN ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 9,07 
TO THE rIUNIClPAL CODE OF THE 

CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 

The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does ordain as fol lows: 

SECTION I :  That Chapter 9.07 shall  be added to the l lunicipal Code of 
the City of El Paso de Rebles to read as fo l lows:  

CHAPTER 9.07 

PROHIBITED CONDUCT 

Sections: 

9.07.010 
9.07.020 
9.07.030 
9.07.040 
9.07.050 

Necessity for  ant i -noise regulat ions.  
Prohibited conduct. 
Description of representative offensive conduct. 
Necessity for  secur i ty  guards at l i ve  music dances. 
Live music dances, secur i ty  guard to be present. 

9.07.010 Necessity for  ant i -noise regulat ions.  

(a) The making and creation of loud, unnecessary or unusual noises 
wi th in  the l im i t s  of the City is a condit ion which has existed for  some time 
and the extent and volume of such noises is increasing. 

(b) The making, creation or maintenance of such loud, unnecessary, 
unnatural or unusual noises which are prolonged, unusual and unnatural in 
the i r  t ime, place and use a f fec t  and are a detriment to public health,  comfort, 
convenience, safety,  welfare and prosper i ty  of the residents of the Ci ty ;  and 

(c) The necessity in the publ ic in te res t  for  the provisions and 
prohib i t ions here inaf ter  contained and enacted, is declared as a matter of 
l eg i s l a t i ve  determination and publ ic po l i cy ,  and i t  is fur ther  declared that  
the provisions and prohib i t ions here inaf ter  contained and enacted are in 
pursuance of and for  the purpose of securing and promoting the publ ic health, 
comfort, convenience, safety, wel fare,  prosper i ty  and peace and quiet  of the 
City and i t s  inhabi tants.  

9.07.020 Prohibited Conduct. I t  shall be unlawful for any person to 
make, continue, or cause to be made or continued any loud, unnecessary or 
unusual noise which e i ther  annoys, d is turbs,  in jures or endangers the 
comfort, repose, health, peace or safety of any reasonable person of normal 
sensitiveness residing in the neighborhood. The standards which shall  be 
considered in determining whether a v io la t ion  of the provisions of th is 
section exists shall include, but not be l im i ted  to, the fo l lowing:  

(a) The audible volume of the noise; 

(b) The in tens i t y  of the noise; 

(c) Whether the nature of the noise is usual or unusual; 

(d) Whether the o r i g i n  of the noise is natural or unnatural; 

(e) The volume and in tens i ty  of the background noise, i f  any; 

( f )  The proximity of the noise to res ident ia l  sleeping f a c i l i t i e s ;  

(g) The nature and zoning of the area wi th in  which the noise emanates; 

(h) The density fo the inhabi ta t ion of the area wi th in which the noise 
emanates; 

( i )  The time of the day or night the noise occurs; 

( j )  The duration of the noise; 
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(k) Whether the noise is recurrent, in te rmi t ten t ,  or constant; and 

( I )  Whether the noise is produced by a commercial or noncommercial 
ac t i v i t y .  

9.07.030 Description of representative offensive conduct. The following 
acts, among others, are declared to be loud, disturbing and unnecessary noises 
in v io lat ion of th is  section, but said enumeration shall not be deemed to be 
exclusive namely: 

(a) Horns, siBnalin~ devices, etc. The sounding of any horn or signaling 
device on any automobile, motorcycle, or other vehicle on any street or public 
place of the City,  except as a danger warning; the creation by means of any such 
signaling device of any unreasonably loud or harsh sound; and the sounding of 
any such device for an unnecessary and unreasonable period of time. The use of 
any signaling device except one operated by hand or e l e c t r i c i t y ;  the use of any 
horns, whist le or other device operated by engine exhaust; and the use of any 
such signaling device when t r a f f i c  is for any reason held up. 

(b) Radios, phonographs, etc. The using, operating, or permitting to 
be played, used or operated any radio receiving set, te levis ion set, musical 
instrument, phonograph or other machine or device for the producing or repro- 
ducing of sound in such a manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of 
the neighboring inhabitants or at any time with louder volume than is necessary 
for convenient hearing for the person or persons who are in the room, vehicle 
or chamber in which such machine or device is operating and who are voluntary 
l isteners thereto. The operation of any such set, instrument, phonograph, 
machine or device between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. in a resident ial  
d i s t r i c t  or between 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. in a business or commercial d i s t r i c t  
in such a manner as to be p la in ly  audible at a distance of f i f t y  (50) feet from 
the bui lding, structure or vehicle in which i t  is located shall be prima facie 
evidence of a v io la t ion of this section. 

(c) Live music. Amplified music, being performed by any l ive band of 
two or more persons or by any solo performer between the hours of 7:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m. or between 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. in a business or commercial 
d i s t r i c t ,  in such a manner as to be p la in ly  audible at a distance of f i f t y  (50) 
feet from the bui lding or structure in which i t  is located shall be prima 
facie evidence of a v io la t ion of this section. 

(d) Loud speakers, ampli f iers for advert is in 9, The using, operating 
or permitt ing to be played, used or operated of any radio receiving set, 
musical instrument, phonograph, loudspeaker, sound ampl i f ier ,  or other machine 
or device for the producing or reproducing of sound which is cast upon the 
public streets for  the purpose of commercial advert ising or at t ract ing the 
attention of the public to any building or structure for commercial purposes. 

(e) Yel l ing,  shouting, etc. Yel l ing,  shouting, hooting, whist l ing or 
singing on the public streets between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. 
in a business or commercial d i s t r i c t  or at any place in a residential  d i s t r i c t  
between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. for an unnecessary, unreasonable 
period of time so as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of 
persons in any dwell ing, hotel or other type of residence or of any persons 
in the v i c i n i t y .  

( f )  Steam whist les. The blowing of any locomotive steam whistle or 
steam whist le attached to any stat ionary boi ler  except to give notice of the 
time to begin or stop work or as a warning of f i r e  or danger, or upon request 
of proper City author i t ies.  

(g) Exhausts. The discharge into the open a i r  of the exhaust of any 
steam engine, stat ionary internal combustion engine, motor boat, or motor 
vehicle except through a muffler or other device which w i l l  e f fec t ive ly  
prevent loud or explosive noises thereform. 

(h) Loading, unloading, opening boxes. The creation of a loud and 
excessive noise in connection with loading or unloading any vehicle or the 
opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates and containers. 
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( i) Construction or repairin 9 of buildings. The erection (including 
excavating), demolition, alteration or repair of any building or general land 
grading and contour act iv i ty  using equipment in such a manner as to be plainly 
audible at a distance of f i f t y  (50) feet from the building other than between 
the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. except in case of urgent necessity in the 
interest of public health and safety, and then only with a hermit from the 
Zoning Administrator, which permit may be granted For a period not 
to exceed three (3) days or less while the emergency continues and which permit 
may be renewed for periods of three days or less while the emergency continues. 
I f  the Building Inspector should determine that the public health and safety 
wi l l  not be impaired by the erection, demolition, alteration or repair of any 
building or the excavation of streets and highways within the hours of 7:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m., and i f  he shall further determine that loss or inconvenience 
would result to any party in interest, he may grant permission for such work 
to be done within the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. upon application being 
made at the time the permit for the work is awarded or during the progress of 
the work. 

( j )  Schools, courts . , churches, hospi tals.  The creat ion of any excessive 
noise other than that resu l t ing  from construct ion or excavation work on any 
street  adjacent to any school, i n s t i t u t i o n  of learning, church or court while 
the same are in use, or adjacent to any hospi ta l ,  which unreasonably in ter feres 
with tile workings of such i n s t i t u t i o n ,  or which disturbs or unduly annoys 
pat ients in the hospi ta l ,  provided conspicuous signs are displayed in such 
streets ind icat ing that the same is a school, hospital or court s t reet .  

(k) Pi le dr ivers ,  hammers, etc. The operation between the hours of 
7:00 pom. and 7:00 a.m. of any p i le  dr ive,  steam shovel, pneumatic hammer, 
der r ick ,  steam or e l ec t r i c  hoist  or other appliance, the use of which is 
attended by loud or unusual noise except in case of urgent necessity in the 
in terest  of publ ic health and safety,  and then only with a permit from the 
Bui lding Inspector or the Director of Public Services author iz ing such devices 
to be operated during the otherwise prohibi ted hours whi le the emergency continues 

( I )  Blowers and motor driven cycles. The operating of any noise-creat ing 
blower or power fan or any cycle powered by an internal  combustion engine, 
the operation of which causes noise due to the explosion of operating gases or 
f l u i ds ,  unless the noise from such blower or fan is properly muffled and such 
engine is equipped with a muf f ler  device s u f f i c i e n t  to reduce such noise to a 
level which w i l l  not d is turb the surrounding neighborhood. The noise l im i t s  
set for th  in Section 23130 of the Cal i fo rn ia  Vehicle Code shall be deemed to 
be the appl icable standard for  noise emmissions, provided, however, the basis 
for  measuring such l im i t s  for  devices operated on pr ivate property shall be a 
distance of f i f t y  (50) feet  from the property l ine  of the parcel of real 
property on which the device is located or where the neighboring property is 
lawfu l l y  devoted to res ident ia l  use, wi th in  any point on such neighboring 
property which complies with the required yard setbacks as established in the 
zoning regulat ions for  the appl icable d i s t r i c t .  

9.07.040 Necessity for  secur i ty  9uards at l i ve  music dances. 

(a) As assaults, ba t te r ies ,  assaults with weapons and miscellaneous 
lesser offenses f requent ly  tend to occur at those establishments serving 
alcohol,  l i ve  music and dancing; 

(b) That the frequency and degree of such violence is on the increase; 

(c) The necessity in the public in teres t  for  the provisions and 
prohib i t ions here inaf ter  contained and enacted, is declared as a matter of 
l eg i s l a t i ve  determination and publ ic po l icy ,  and i t  is fu r ther  declared 
that the provisions and proh ib i t ions hereinaf ter  contained and enacted are 
in pursuance of and for  the purpose of securing and promoting the public 
health, comfort, convenience, safety,  welfare, prosperi ty,  and peace of the 
City and i ts  inhabi tants.  
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9.07.050 Live music dances, security guard to be present. Any public 
building rented, leased or otherwise retained for the purpose of providing 
l ive music entertainment by two or more musicians, whether a private or 
public function, for the purpose of dancing shall provide a uniformed security 
of f icer  or guard cert i f ied by the State of California and licensed with the 
City of El Paso de Robles to be posted in a conspicuous place within such 
businesses and buildings. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 4th 
by the following rol l  call vote: 

day of May 1982, 

AYES: Councilmen Monroe, Ovit t ,  Parish, Thorndyke and Stemper 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ATTE ST: 

C ~ F E R  

MAYOR G A R ~  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 
CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 

I, DONALD B. KEEFER, City Clerk of the City of El Paso de Robles, California, 
do hereby cer t i fy  that the foregoing Ordinance No. 466 N.S. was duly and 
regularly adopted, passed and approved by the City Council of the City of El 
Paso de Robles, California, at a regular meeting of said City Council held 
at the regular meeting place thereof, on the 4th day of May 
1982, by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmen Monroe, Ovit t ,  Parish, Thorndyke and Stemper 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

Dated this 4th day ~ f  Ma___yy , 1982. 

City Clerk ~nd E ~ - O ~ o  ~Clerk of the City Council, 
City of El Paso de Robl~s,\State of California 


